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Title: Special and Effectual Call (DDS-18)

Purpose: To instruct the congregation of God’s special and effectual call to sinners. 

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines, we are presently considering the puritan distinctives. We have already considered 1) Liberty of Conscience 2) God-honoring Worship 3) God-honoring Marriage 4) The Propriety of Involvement in Civil Duties. Now we move to another Puritan 

Distinctive: Experiential Christianity.

SECTION 5: EXPERIENTIAL CHRISTIANITY
Preface:

1. The Meaning

a. And by Experiential Christianity, what I mean is that the Puritans were very meticulous about the biblical teachings of the experiential blessings of Christianity and sought to judge their experience in the light of those teachings. Unlike so many today, their motto was not “I have experienced it, and therefore, it must be true and it must be from God”. Rather their motto was “My experience was real, but was that experience biblical and was it really from God?” For the Puritans, it is not experience that validates the truth, but truth that validates experience. Therefore, they were very meticulous in studying the biblical teachings about the experiential blessings of salvation or the application of salvation.

b. And what are the experiential blessings of salvation? God’s call, regeneration, conversion, justification, adoption, baptism with the Holy Spirit, sanctification, glorification, *assurance of salvation. I want us to consider each of these experiential blessings, but before doing that, let me first give you the order in which these experiential blessings come to us.
2.
The Order of the Application of Salvation
a. The Reality that this Order Exists

· The Bible makes it clear that God is not the God of confusion but of order (1Cor 13:44). Therefore, we expect that there is a Divine order in how God applies the blessings of salvation accomplished by Christ – experiential blessings of salvation.

· And when we look at the Scriptures, we see a clear indication of this. 

· Acts 16:14 (READ). Had not the Lord opened the heart of Lydia, she would not have really attended to and taken seriously the words spoken by Apostle. She would not have responded positively to it in repentance and faith. So in a real sense, this work of God precedes repentance and faith.

·  Gal 2:16 (READ). Clear here is that justification, being declared righteous by God, comes not before faith, but at the time a person believes. Therefore, justification cannot precede God’s work of opening the heart; it cannot precede the act of faith and repentance.

· John 1:12 (READ). Clearly indicated here is that adoption into God’s family does not come prior to faith but when a person believes and as a result of it. 

And the language clearly indicates that this order cannot be reserved.

· Eph 1:13-14 (READ). Clear here is that the sealing of the Holy Spirit comes not before believing but at the time a person believes and as a result of believing. And here again the language indicates that this order cannot be reversed.

· Phil. 3:20-21 (READ). The glorification of the body comes after a person dies, only at the resurrection. Therefore, this is the last and final act of God in the work of saving a sinner.

b. The Identity of this Order

· A broad outline given in Rom 8:29-30 (READ).
· VS 29 deals with God’s eternal determination or purpose of saving certain sinners. And then in VS 30, we have God’s acts in the realm of time in bringing that eternal purpose into fruition or realization. And in bringing into fruition God’s eternal purpose in saving certain sinners, the Apostle mentions particularly 3 successive acts of God: 1) Calling 2) Justification 3) Glorification. 

· So here is a very broad outline of the application of the experiential blessings of salvation. The application begins with God’s call for it is God who initiates the work of applying salvation. Then, in this broad outline, God’s call is followed by justification where God declares a sinner righteous in His sight. And then, in this broad outline, justification is followed by glorification.

· With this broad outline, it is not difficult to construct an enlarged outline of the order of the application of salvation.

· God’s call comes first for it is God who initiates the work of applying salvation. Rom 3:9-10; John 6:44; John 6:45 (READ). Without God’s call, sinners will never come to Christ in repentance and faith; therefore God’s effectual call must come first.

· In close connection with God’s call is the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit or the new birth. Logically speaking, it is hard to tell which comes first – the call or regeneration. Some say regeneration come first and then the call of God; for how can a sinner respond to the call unless the Holy Spirit first regenerates the soul. Other say that the call comes first for it is the call that awakens the sinners. And it is hard to dogmatically say which position is right. However, one thing that is that God’s call and the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit is so closely connected.  

· Then, at time of the call and regeneration comes conversion (repentance and faith) which is the sinner’s response to God’s call.

· Then, at the time of conversion comes justification. For sinners are not justified prior to the act of faith, but by faith – at the time they believe and by means of that faith. Gal 2:16 (READ).
· Then, at the time a person is justified, he/she is also adopted into God’s family. John 1:12 (READ)… Although chronologically speaking, justification and adoption are simultaneous, and yet logically speaking adoption follows justification because it is hard to conceive of God adopting a person into His family who has not been justified.

· Then, at the time a person is justified and adopted, the person is sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. Eph 1:13-14; Gal 4:4-6 (READ).
· And in logical order, follows sanctification – a work that continues until a person dies and is made perfect.  1Thes 5:23 (READ). Paul is talking to people who have really believed, and therefore, have been justified and adopted into God’s family. And yet he prays that God might continue to sanctify them entirely.

· Then follows the ultimately glorification.

c. The Importance of Knowing this Order

· This will help us who are Christians better understand our own personal experience of salvation for our own edification. At the time a person is saved, he/she may not know exactly what happened and what took place. Listening to what God’s says what actually took place will therefore help a Christian better understand his/her state and experience for his/her edification. 

· This will help us who are Christians in our labors to evangelize and become better physicians of souls.

I. GOD’S CALL
A. The Author of the Call – God the Father

1. Scriptural Proof

a. Rom 8:29-30 (READ). Because of the phrase “to be conformed to the image of His Son”, it is obvious that the author of the call is God Father Himself.

b. 1Thes 5:23-24 (READ). Indicated here is that the Father is the One who calls because He is distinguished from the Lord Jesus.

c. 2Thes 2:13-14 (READ). Note that the Triune God here is mentioned: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And indicated in this text is that it God the Father who is particularly the One who calls sinners that they might share the glory of Christ.

d. 1Pet 5:10 (READ). God is distinguished here from the Lord Jesus and therefore God must refer to the Father. And He is the One who is particularly involved in the calling of sinners.

e. 2Tim 1:8-9 (READ). God is distinguished here from the Lord Jesus and therefore, God must refer to the Father. He the One particularly involved in the calling of sinners.

2. The Importance – God the Father is often viewed as passive in the actual work of the application of salvation. He did not only plan, it is the One who initiates even the actual application of salvation.
B. The Means Used in the Call – The Gospel

1. Scriptural Proofs: 2Thes 2:14 (READ).
2. The Importance 

a. People often think this call comes in a mystical way i.e. soft voice, direct revelation; unexplainable feeling that comes by watching the Sunset. God uses the gospel heard or read to powerfully draw sinners to Christ.

b. It is for this reason that we must faithfully preach and share the gospel.
C. The Nature of the Call – Special and Effectual

1. Scriptural Proofs:

a. 1Cor. 1:21-24 (READ). It is obvious that “the called” here from the Jewish and Gentile camp are more than just those who heard the gospel of a crucified Messiah preached. They are those who have received a special or effectual call of God. For the Jews and the Gentiles have also heard the same gospel of a crucified have responded to it negatively. 

b. Rom 8:30 (READ). Those who are predestined are those who are called. And those who are called are justified and then glorified. So this call does not refer to the ordinary call of the gospel. This refers to a special and effectual call of God that draws sinners to embrace the Lord Jesus as offered in the gospel.

2. Qualification: the conversion experiences Christians are very divers, but all of them were the recipients of God’s special and effectual call through the gospel.
D. The Pattern or Basis of the Call – God’s Eternal Purpose and Grace

1. Scriptural Proofs

a. 2Tim 1:8-9 (READ). Note pattern/basis is not anything we have done or will do. But solely on the basis of God’s our eternal purpose and His grace granted in Christ to believers from all eternity.

b. Rom 9:10-13 (READ). Note pattern/basis of election and well as the call is not anything that we have done or will ever do. But solely on the basis of God’s sovereign will and grace. 

2. The Importance – No one can boast. 
E. The Objective/Purpose of the Call – Multi-faceted like a diamond with many facets.
1. Fellowship with the Lord Jesus – 1Cor 1:9 (READ). This fellowship begins on earth and is perfected in heaven.

2. Fellowship with God’s people – Col 3:5 (READ). This fellowship begins on earth and is perfected in heaven.

3. Life of holiness – 1Thes 4:7 (READ). This holiness of life begins on earth and is perfected in heaven – 1Thes 5:23-24 (READ)
4. Life of gospel liberty – Gal 5:13 (READ). And the liberty Paul is speaking about here is liberty from obedience to OC ceremonial law and also liberty even from God’s moral law as a means of meriting eternal life.

5. State of darkness to light – 1Pet 2:9 (READ). 
6. Life of suffering for the sake of righteousness – 1Pet 2: 20-21 (READ). This suffering with be of differing kinds and degree but there will always be an element of suffering for Christ’s or righteousness’ sake. 
7. State of Glory – 2Thes 2:14; 1Pet 5:10 (READ).
D. Some Concluding Thoughts about the Call 

1. The reason why many today do not now really glory in God’s work of salvation is because many do not understand what is really involved in that work. But if we are to study the Scriptures, how glorious really is that work. Therefore, let us meditate upon God’s work and let us glory in it and praise God for it.

2. Do you know in your experience of this special and effectual call of God through the gospel? If not, then you are still a stranger of gospel saving work in Christ. You may have had a change of religion, but that is still not salvation.
